Central New York Marian Center, Inc.
December 2021

Promoting The Gospel Through The Marian Messages

5180 West Taft Rd, North Syracuse NY 13212
Hours: Mon.—Fri  9am-5pm Phone (315) 452- 4698
Currently we are blest to be celebrating our 29th year!

The Monthly Message of Our Blessed Mother from Medjugorje: November 25, 2021

mariancenter.cny@gmail.com
Website: cnymariancenter.com

“Dear children! |1 am with you in this time of mercy and | am calling all of you to be carriers of peace and
love in this world where, through me, little children, God is calling you to be prayer and love, and an ex-
pression of Heaven here on earth. May your hearts be filled with joy and faith in God; that, little children,
you may have complete trust in His holy will. That is why | am with you, because He, the Most High, is
sending me among you to encourage you to the hope; and you will be peacemakers in this peaceless
world. Thank you for having responded to my call.”

See arose .. .. Pray a Rosary!
N BISHOP LUCIA NOVENA PRAYER FOR AN END TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC www.syrdio.org:

O Mary, full of grace, Patroness of this nation and Mother of the Church, in this time of illness and worldwide need
we seek your intercession for the human family before your Son’s throne of grace and mercy. We ask for strength in adversity, health in
weakness, and comfort in sorrow. Help us, O Blessed Mother, to be filled with confidence and trust in the tender compassion of our
God. Let us not be afraid, like our own Saint Marianne Cope, who entrusted her life and ministry among the outcasts of society into the
care of our Divine Physician. Continue to watch over all who are sick as well as those who care for them and give wisdom to all who are

seeking a cure. We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

HEAVEN CALLS—IS YOUR RINGER ON ?

Blessing and prayers to all our friends,
supporters and newsletter subscribers of
the Central NY Marian Center.

The month of December is dedicated to
the Immaculate Conception. The first 24
days of December fall during the liturgical
season known as of Advent and are repre-
sented by the liturgical color purple, a
symbol of penance, mortification and the
sorrow of a contrite heart. The remaining
days of December mark the beginning of
the Christmas season. The liturgical color
changes to white or gold, a symbol of joy,
purity and innocence.

The Feast of The Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 8, 2021

The feast of the Blessed Virgin's Immacu-
late Conception is the most solemn of all
those which the Church celebrates during
the holy time of Advent; for the Conception
of Mary tells us that the Birth of Jesus is
not far off.

The intention of the Church, in this feast,
is not only to celebrate the anniversary of
the happy moment in which began, in the
womb of the pious Anne, the life of the

ever-glorious Virgin Mary; but also to honor
the sublime privilege, by which Mary was
preserved from original sin.

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius IX official-
ly declared the Immaculate Conception a
dogma of the Church, which means that all
Christians are bound to accept it as true. As
the Holy Father wrote in the Apostolic Con-

stitution Ineffabilis Deus.

Through the centuries the Church has be-
come ever more aware that Mary, “full of
grace” through God, was redeemed from the
moment of Her conception. That is what the
dogma of the Immaculate Conception con-
fesses, as Pope Pius IX proclaimed in 1854.
(ccc 490,491)

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion is the patronal feast of the United
States. Pope Leo Xlll, Nov. 30 1879, raised
the feast to a double of the first class.

The Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe December 12, 2021

Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared in Mexico
as the pregnant Mother of God to Saint Juan
Diego, an Aztec Indian, on December 9, 10,
and 12, 1531. She left a Miraculous Image
of her appearance on his cactus fiber cloak
(tilma), which still exists today for all to see
in the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico City.

On December 9, 1531, in Mexico, Our Lady
appeared to St. Juan Diego, a poor humble
Aztec Indian who had recently converted to


https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/12_1.cfm
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=1360
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?recnum=12020
http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Pius09/p9ineff.htm
http://www.syrdio.org/
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the Catholic faith. She identified herself as
the ever Virgin Holy Mary, Mother of the
True God for whom we live, of the Creator of
all things, Lord of heaven and the earth.
She asked him to go to the Bishop and tell
him to build a church where she said "l will
show and offer all of my love, my compas-
sion, my help and my protection to my peo-
ple." St. Juan Diego did as she asked, but
the Bishop asked for a sign that this mes-
sage was really from Our Lady.

After complying to the Bishop's request for
a sign, She also left for us an image of her-
self imprinted miraculously on the native's
tilma, a poor quality cactus-cloth, which
should have deteriorated in 20 years but
shows no sign of decay 480 years later and
still defies all scientific explanations of its
origin.

There is reason to believe that at Tepeyac
Mary came in her glorified body, and her
actual physical hands rearranged the roses
in St. Juan Diego’s tilma, which makes this
apparition very special. St. Juan Diego’s
feast day is December 9, 2017.

Our Lady came to offer faith, hope and con-
solation to the oppressed natives of Mexico
and to reconcile them with their Spanish
rulers. She put an end to the bloody human
sacrifice of the Aztecs and converted eight
million natives in the next seven years!!!

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Christmas
December 25, 2021

Today the Church celebrates the Birth of
Jesus Christ, the first day in the octave of
Christmas. Throughout Advent the Church
longed ardently for the coming of our Sav-
ior. Today she celebrates His birth with
unrestrained joy. "The Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us." The Son of God
became man to give us a share in that di-
vine life which is eternally His in the
Blessed Trinity. Christmas time begins on
December 24 with the first Vespers of the
feast and ends on the feast of the Baptism
of Christ. White vestments reappear in our
churches as a sign of joy.

A Holy day has dawned upon us. Come,
you nations, and adore the Lord. For today
a great light has come upon the earth.

For a child is born to us, a son is given to

us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They

name Him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah
9:1-6)

“For the first coming of Our Lord in the
flesh [December 25, the fourth day] in the
reign of Augustus [the forty-second year,
and] in the year 5500 [from Adam]. And
He suffered in His thirty-third year [March
25, the parasceve, in the eighteenth year
of Tiberius Caesar, during the consulate of
Rufus and Rubellio].”

The Christmas feast is a festival full of joy.
The Eternal Word has become Man and
dwells among us. The longings of the patri-
archs and prophets are fulfilled. With the
shepherds we hurry to the manger and
adore the Incarnate Son of God, who for us
and for our salvation descended upon
earth. The purpose of the Christmas feast
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is beautifully expressed in the Preface of
the Nativity: "For by the mystery of the
Word made flesh the light of Thy glory hath
shone anew upon the eyes of our mind; so
that while we acknowledge Him a God seen
by men, we may be drawn by Him to the
love of things unseen."

During the Christmas season there is an
extensive exchange of greetings and good
wishes among friends. These greetings are
a reminder of those "good tidings of great
joy that shall be to all the people, for this
day is born to you a Savior Who is Christ
the Lord" (Lk. 2:11). They are a reminder,
too, that all blessings and graces come to
us from Christ: "Hath He not also with Him
given us all things?" (Rom. 8:32).

During the Christmas season there is also
an exchange of gifts. This custom should
recall to us that on this day God Himself
gave to us the greatest of all gifts, His be-
loved Son: "God so loved the world as to
give His only begotten Son" (John 3: 16).

The Christmas tree, of which the first-
known mention was made in 1605 at
Strasbourg, was introduced into France
and England in 1840. It symbolizes the
great family tree of Christ which through
David and Jesse has its roots in Abraham,
the father of the chosen race. It is often
laden with gifts to remind us that Christ-
mas brought us the priceless gifts of grace
and of eternal life. It is frequently adorned
with lights that recall to us that Christ is the
Light of the world enlightening those who
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death.

Though not entirely unknown before, the
custom of the Christmas Crib was adopted
by St. Francis of Assisi at Greccio, Italy, on
Christmas 1225. It is a concrete and vivid
way of representing to ourselves the Incar-
nation and birth of Christ. It depicts in a
striking manner the virtues of the newborn
Savior, especially His humility, poverty, and
charity.

St. Stephen, First Martyr
December 26, 2021

! The deacon Stephen, stoned in Jerusalem

two years after the death of Christ, has
always been the object of very special ven-
eration by the faithful. He is the first mar-
tyr. The account in the Acts of the Apostles
relating his arrest and the accusations



brought
against him
emphasize
| the parallel
| with our
Savior's
trial; he
was stoned
outside the

and died,
like his

4 Master,
& praying for
his execu-
tioners.

Stephen was "filled with faith and with the
Holy Spirit," "full of grace and strength" he
showed himself as a man of God, radiating
divine grace and apostolic zeal. As the first
witness to Christ he confronted his oppo-
nents with quiet courage and the promise
made by Jesus (Mark 13.11) was fulfilled: ".

. Disputing with Stephen they were not
able to resist the wisdom and the spirit that
spoke."

In St. Stephen, the first martyr, the liturgy
emphasizes the imitator of Christ even to
the extent of the complete gift of self, to the
extent of that great charity which made him
pray in his suffering for his executioners.

Feast of the Holy Family
December 27, 2021

Scripture tells us practically nothing about
the first years and the boyhood of the Child
Jesus. All we know are the facts of the so-
journ in
Egypt, the
return to
- Nazareth,
and the

that oc-
curred
when the
twelve-year-
J old boy

N accompa-
nied his

| parents to
Jerusalem.
| The general
breakdown
of the fami-
=] ly, however,

at the end of the past century and at the
beginning of our own, prompted the popes,
especially the far-sighted Leo XIlI, to pro-
mote the observance of this feast with the
hope that it might instill into Christian fami-
lies something of the faithful love and the
devoted attachment that characterize the
family of Nazareth. The primary purpose of
the Church in instituting and promoting this
feast is to present the Holy Family as the
model and exemplar of all Christian fami-
lies.

Looking at the Holy Family, we see the
love, the protection, and the diligent care
that they gave to the Redeemer. We cannot
fail to feel uneasiness, perhaps a shameful
thought, for the times in which we have not
rendered the appropriate care and atten-
tion to the Blessed Eucharist. We can only
ask for forgiveness and do penance for all
the sacrilegious acts and the lack of re-
spect that are committed in front of the
Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask the
Lord, through the intersession of the Holy
Family of Nazareth, for a greater love for
their Son Incarnate, who has decided to
remain here on earth with us every day
until the end of time.

The gifts of the Magi, | do not have. | come
forth on bended knee before the Prince of

Peace, truly present in every Tabernacle in

the world!!!

Holy Innocents, Martyrs
December 28, 2021

During this octave of Christmas the Church
celebrates the memory of the small chil-
dren of the neighborhood of Bethlehem put
to death by Herod. Sacrificed by a wicked
monarch, these innocent lives bear witness
to Christ who was persecuted from the
time of His birth by a world which would not
receive Him. It is Christ Himself who is at
stake in this mass-murder of the children;
already the choice, for or against Him, is
put clearly before men. But the persecutors
are powerless, for Christ came to perform a
work of salvation that nothing can prevent;
when He fell into the hands of His enemies
at the time chosen by God it was to redeem
the world by His own Blood.

The feast of the Holy Innocents is an excel-
lent time for parents to inaugurate the cus-
tom of blessing their children. From the
Ritual comes the form which we use on

Page 3

solemn occasions, such as First Commun-
ion. But parents can simply sign a cross on
the child's forehead with the right thumb
dipped in holy water and say: May God
bless you, and may He be the Guardian of
your heart and mind, the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Our Christmas joy is tempered today by a
feeling of sadness. But the Church looks
principally to the glory of the children, of
these innocent victims, whom she shows
us in heaven following the Lamb wherever
He goes.

The One Thing is Three

Join Lynn
| Hallowell on

i of faith to
learn more
about the
Trinity.

The study
will begin in
January on
Thursdays
at4:15 on
our Tele-
Prayer line.
The number
of partici-
pants will be
capped at
10 so please call Lynn to register 315-289-
8067. Books are available at the Marian
Center, $15. We know you will enjoy this
fabulous retreat study!

TelePrayer

Join the CNY Marian Center and the Catho-
lic Shop for prayer.

Dial 516-597-9459, announce yourself
and mute your phone by pressing the

mute button or *6.

Monday through Friday 3:00PM - Divine
Mercy Chaplet

Tuesday 4:00PM - The Chaplet and Prayers
to St. Michael

Wednesday 4:00PM - Seven Sorrows

and Joys of St. Joseph (Year of St. Joseph)
Friday 4:00PM - The Seven Sorrows Rosary
of Our Lady

Saturday 10:10AM - Pray the Rosary

A Blessed and Merry Christmas to all!!!
Bud O’Brien, Chairman of the Board
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e One Thing is Three by Father Michael Gaitley; Lynn Hallowell will lead a retreat study on this popular book on
Trinity. Books are available at the Marian Center, $15.00 or join in if you have your own. Beginning in January, Thurs-
days 4:15 by TeleConference. Call Lynn 315-289-8067 to participate or with questions. Limited to 10 participants.

Do you have a Rosary? Would you like one for yourself, a loved one or friend, prayer group? Would you like to
make rosaries for us to distribute? We supply all materials. We have other volunteer opportunities. Please con-
tact us for information or check our website.

We ask for your prayers for the Marian Center: Holy Mary, "chosen to be the Mother of God and your mother";*
Jesus lgave you to us at the Cross. We pray for your intercession that the mission given by God to the Central New
York Marian Center will be fulfilled. May we ,¥OW children, give our Fiat for His Will to be done. Queen of the
Most Hol Rosa?/ pray for us. Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us. Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us. Queen of
Peace, Queen of Divine Mercy,** pray for us. Amen. *spoken by Our Lady in her February 2, 2020 message
**From 12/31/19 homily of Archbishop Luigi Pezzuti.

\ For more information: www.cnymariancenter.com; Call 315-452-4698; Email: mariancenter.cny@gmail.com /
Central New York Marian Center, 5180 West Taft Road, North Syracuse 13212

Important Notice to Our Readers

With rising postal and printing cost we need to revise our mailing list. If you have email, please send us your
email to the address below. Please respond by phone call, postal mail, or email!l! We are trying to continue to
spread Mary’s messages and need your support too. If you would like to be a regular sponsor or provide a donation
towards our many Marian Center Projects throughout the diocese, please fill out the form & mail it with your donation
to the CNY Marian Center, 5180 W. Taft Road, North Syracuse, NY 13212

Newsletter sponsor Donation Name

Address City, State, Zip

To Subscribe by email, please email us at MarianCenter. CNY@Gmail.com, SUBJECT: Email Subscription

December 2021 ed. Please check one:  New Subscription [ | Renewal [ |  Phone # |



tel:(315)%20446-5952

